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ALAN ISAAC
As ICC President, it is my privilege and pleasure 
to welcome the media to the ICC Cricket World 
Cup Qualifier New Zealand 2014. 
This tournament is the final step in a qualification 
pathway that started in each of the regions, a 
pathway that provides context and meaning 
to cricket around the globe. Every one of our 

Members has the opportunity to play similarly ranked sides in 
meaningful competition and ultimately progress all the way to the  
ICC Cricket World Cup through this structured pathway. 

The ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier New Zealand 2014 features 10 
of the leading Associate and Affiliate teams in the world - Canada, 
Hong Kong, Kenya, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, Papua New Guinea, 
Scotland, Uganda and the United Arab Emirates – competing for the 
final two qualifying spots in the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015, which will 
be staged in New Zealand and Australia in 13 months’ time. 

Ireland and Afghanistan have already qualified for the ICC Cricket 
World Cup 2015, having sealed the top two spots in the Pepsi ICC World 
Cricket League Championship earlier this year.

There are two qualification spots left to fill, and these will be 
determined here in New Zealand, with a total of 34 matches to be 
played at seven venues throughout New Zealand. 

We are delighted that four matches of the tournament will be 
live-streamed from the Bert Sutcliffe Oval, Lincoln, on the official 
ICC website, www.icc-cricket.com, including three Super Six stage 
matches and the tournament final. 

It is with great pleasure, therefore, that I welcome both local and 
foreign media to the world-class facilities here in New Zealand. I have 
no doubt you will enjoy the facilities, the cricket, the local hospitality 
and the beautiful countryside immensely over the next three weeks. 

I would also like to extend our thanks to our commercial partners for 
their loyal and continued support of ICC events around the world.

Finally, I would like to thank New Zealand Cricket, the venues and 
the ground staff for their hard work in helping to stage this event, as 
well as the media, who help to promote and showcase Associate and 
Affiliate cricket around the world.

Alan Isaac - ICC President

DAVID WHITE
I am delighted to welcome players,  
support staff, officials, media and supporters 
to the ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier New 
Zealand 2014. 
It is a great privilege for New Zealand Cricket  
to host this tournament – one that will 
showcase the growth of cricket around the 

world and determine the final two teams to compete in the  
ICC Cricket World Cup 2015.

The ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier has been contested since 1979,  
just four years after West Indies captain Clive Lloyd held aloft the first 
ICC Cricket World Cup. The 2014 tournament, however, is the first time 
it will be played in a country that is next to host cricket’s ultimate prize.

This provides New Zealand cricket fans, and those visiting from 
around the world, with an early taste of the special qualities 
qualifying nations bring to the game, and to get to know some of 
the players who will be competing for world champion status in little 
over a year’s time. 

For competing teams, officials and media, it is an opportunity to discover 
what cricket means to New Zealand and to experience some of the 
country’s most picturesque cricket ovals. With many of these in or 
around a number of New Zealand’s most popular holiday destinations, 
the scenic beauty of New Zealand will also be close at hand. 

Good luck to all involved for a successful and enjoyable tournament. 
We hope to see you again soon for ICC Cricket World Cup 2015.

David White 
Chief Executive Officer, New Zealand Cricket

WELCOME TO THE ICC CWC QUALIFIER 2014

The ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier New Zealand 2014 (CWCQ) 
is the 10th edition of a tournament that takes place every four 
years, the final step in the qualification pathway to cricket’s 
most prestigious event, the ICC Cricket World Cup.   

Previously known as the ICC Trophy, the first event was held in 1979.  
This year, the tournament offers the final two qualification spots to the  
ICC Cricket World Cup 2015, to be held in Australia and New Zealand.

The CWCQ New Zealand 2014 will be played across seven venues in 
New Zealand from 13 January to 1 February, and will feature 10 of the 
leading Associate and Affiliate teams in the world. 

The sides are split into two groups with the top three from each 
advancing to the Super Six stage, and the two finalists joining the  
10 Full Members as well as Afghanistan and Ireland (which have 
already qualified for the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015) in Australia  
and New Zealand from 14 February to 29 March 2015.
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ICC CWC QUALIFIER 2014 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

GROUP A GROUP B
Date Bay Oval - Mt Maunganui Bay Oval #2 - Mt Maunganui New Plymouth Rangiora Hagley Lincoln Queenstown

13 Jan Netherlands v Uganda Kenya v PNG UAE v Nepal Scotland v Hong Kong

14 Jan Reserve Day Reserve Day Reserve Day Reserve Day

15 Jan Netherlands v Namibia UAE v Canada

16 Jan Reserve Day PNG v Uganda Reserve Day Scotland v Nepal

17 Jan Namibia v Kenya Reserve Day Canada v Hong Kong Reserve Day

18 Jan Reserve Day Reserve Day

19 Jan Kenya v Uganda PNG v Netherlands Hong Kong v Nepal UAE v Scotland

20 Jan Reserve Day Reserve Day Reserve Day Reserve Day

21 Jan Namibia v Uganda Canada v Nepal

22 Jan Reserve Day Reserve Day

23 Jan PNG v Namibia Scotland v Canada* Netherlands v Kenya* UAE v Hong Kong

24 Jan Reserve Day Reserve Day Reserve Day Reserve Day

25 Jan Travel Day

26 Jan Playoff 1 (B4 v A5) Playoff 2 (A4 v B5) A2 v B3 A1 v B1 B2 v A3*

27 Jan Reserve Day Reserve Day Reserve Day

28 Jan Winner Playoff 1 v Winner Playoff 2 Loser Playoff 1 v Loser Playoff 2 A3 v B3 A1 v B2 B1 v A2*

29 Jan Reserve Day Reserve Day Reserve Day

30 Jan A1 v B3 A2 v B2* B1 v A3*

31 Jan Reserve Day

01 Feb SS W1 v SS W2

02 Feb Reserve Day

GROUP A
Rank Team

1 UAE

3 Scotland*

6 Canada*

8 Hong Kong

9 Nepal

GROUP B
Rank Team

2 Netherlands*

4 Kenya*

5 Namibia

7 PNG

10 Uganda

*Matches between Canada, Kenya, Netherlands and Scotland will be classed as ODIs

NORTH ISLAND WARM UP FIXTURES SOUTH ISLAND WARM UP FIXTURES
Date Bay Oval - Mt Maunganui Bay Oval #2 - Mt Maunganui Christ’s College St Andrew’s College Burwood Park

10 Jan UAE v Uganda Netherlands v Canada Kenya v Hong Kong Scotland v PNG Namibia v Nepal

11 Jan UAE v Netherlands Canada v Uganda Scotland v Namibia Kenya v Nepal PNG v Hong Kong

12 Jan Travel Day

1  CHRISTCHURCH
Hagley Oval
South Hagley Park,  
Riccarton Road,  
Christchurch, 8011 

Rangiora Oval 
291/391 Coldstream Road,  
Rangiora, 7400 

Bert Sutcliffe Oval, Lincoln
Gate 2 Entrance,  
Ellesmere Junction Road,  
Lincoln University, Lincoln, 
Canterbury, 7647 

2  QUEENSTOWN 
Queenstown Events Centre 
Joe O’Connell Drive,  
Frankton Queenstown, 9300 

3  TAURANGA 
Bay Oval Cricket Ground 
Kawaka Street, Mt Maunganui, 3116

4  NEW PLYMOUTH 
Pukekura Park Cricket Ground 
Main Gate Entrance, Cnr Liardet  
& Fillis Streets, New Plymouth, 4310 

HOST  
VENUES

1

4

2

3



GROUP A
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES SCOTLAND

The Unites Arab Emirates (UAE) narrowly missed out on direct 
qualification to the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015 when it finished 3rd 
in the WCLC 2011-13, one point behind Afghanistan. A closely-fought 
match with Netherlands in July 2012 may have been the key moment. 
Defending 221, UAE reduced the home team to 180 for seven, only for an 
unbeaten eighth-wicket stand of 42 to turn the match around.

Scotland performed strongly in the ICC WCLC 2011-13, looking  
in good shape to finish in the top two of the tournament – in the 
process gaining an automatic place in next year’s ICC CWC – when 
it won its opening four matches. Only three more wins came in the 
remaining 10 matches, however, as Scotland dropped to fifth place  
in the final table.

The double-header in the 
Netherlands proved decisive 
for the UAE with the first game 
ending in defeat by seven wickets 
after being bowled out for 96. 
UAE can also regret another 
disappointing batting display 
in its opening match against 
Kenya. Five consecutive wins up 
to the definitive blows in the 
Netherlands then put UAE right 
back in contention. That run of 
victories included consecutive 
wins against Afghanistan, who 
ultimately pipped UAE for the 
automatic qualification place.

Later in the year, UAE qualified for 
its second major ICC tournament 
ever – having featured in the 1996 
ICC CWC – through the ICC WT20Q 
on home soil last November. After a 
strong showing in the group stage, 
winning five of seven matches, 
UAE then beat Netherlands in a 
low-scoring play-off to secure its 
spot in the ICC WT20 Bangladesh 
2014. UAE finished the tournament 
with a comprehensive loss to Ireland 
in the semi-final and then lost in 
a close-run encounter with Nepal 
for third place. Skipper Khurram 
Khan led from the front as his side’s 
leading run-scorer with 255 runs at 
an average of 36.42, the only UAE 
batsman to pass the 200-run mark. 

It was with the ball where UAE 
most impressed, with three bowlers 
finishing in the top 20 wicket-takers 
in the tournament. Off-spinner 
Nasir Aziz led the way with 15 
wickets at an average of 17.20, left-
arm seamer Manjula Guruge took 
14 wickets averaging 16.21 and slow 
left-armer Shadeep Silva claimed 11 
wickets averaging 17.72. 

UAE’s best performance came 
in the quarter-final win against 
Netherlands when the bowling 
again proved the home team’s 
strongest suit. A target of 118 
seemed well within the reach of 

the Dutch but Silva kept a tight 
rein on the Netherlands batsmen 
from the start, conceding only 
nine runs in his four overs. Aziz 
followed up with three wickets as 
UAE got home by 10 runs.

UAE also performed well in the 
2013 ACC Twenty20 Cup earlier 
in the year in Nepal, winning all 
four group matches that included 
its continuing stranglehold over 
Afghanistan. The side then defeated 
Hong Kong to finished 3rd. 

PLAYER TO WATCH
Shaiman Anwar
Shaiman Anwar struck a 
phenomenal 625 runs at an average 
of 52.08 (including one century 
and five half-centuries) in the UAE’s 
WCLC campaign. He finished the 
competition off with an innings of 
102 not out and 57 against Canada 
and 54 and 57 against Namibia. 
Despite starting off with a half-
century against Uganda, Anwar 
was in less impressive form during 
November’s ICC WT20Q – failing 
to pass 24 in his subsequent nine 
innings, and will be looking to display 
his one-day form in New Zealand.

Scotland’s direct qualification 
hopes were ended when it lost a 
nail-biting match against Ireland by 
one wicket with one ball to spare 
in Belfast. Preston Mommsen hit 
91 not out to underpin Scotland’s 
223 for nine. When Ireland slipped 
to 146 for seven and 209 for nine, it 
seemed that the visitor would edge 
home, only for Ireland’s tailenders 
to have the final say.

Batsman Kyle Coetzer, who 
plays county cricket for 
Northamptonshire, had an 
outstanding tournament with 
the bat – hitting 595 runs in just 
11 innings. Calum MacLeod (284) 
and Mommsen (267) were the 
next best batsmen. Gary Goudie 
made an excellent start with the 
ball – taking 15 wickets in seven 
matches. Experienced spinner 
Majid Haq also finished with 15 
wickets, but from six more outings.

Haq and Goudie again found 
themselves going head to head in 
the wickets table during November’s 
ICC WT20Q – ending with 15 and 12 
wickets respectively. Matt Machan 
proved to be a welcome addition 
to the batting line-up and was a 
spectacular success in the UAE 
with 364 runs. MacLeod and Richie 
Berrington also provided consistent 
performances in the event, hitting 
308 and 279 runs respectively.

Scotland was pipped to a 
direct play-off spot by Nepal 
but managed to keep alive 

its hopes for qualification to 
the ICC WT20 2014 with three 
straight wins after losing three 
of its first four group matches. 
Scotland’s batsmen came to the 
fore during its run of victories – 
scoring 181, 165 and 205 against 
PNG, Netherlands and Denmark 
respectively. 

Victory over Italy in a qualifying 
play-off then gave the Scots a 
clash with Netherlands to decide 
the sixth and final qualification 
spot. Machan (61) and Michael 
Leask (58) put on 111 for the third-
wicket but the Scotland innings 
fell away thereafter, and the 
Netherlands secured victory.

PLAYER TO WATCH
Matt Machan
Young batsman Matt Machan  
has made a huge impact on the 
team since his Scotland debut in 
early 2013. The left-hander, who 
plays county cricket at Sussex,  
hit 44 against Afghanistan in his 
first ICC WCLC match in March. 
That was followed three matches 
later with 114 against Kenya. 
Machan built on good beginnings 
with a scintillating ICC WT20Q 
later in the year, hitting 364 runs 
at an average of 45.50. Within that 
effort came three half-centuries 
– 61 and 67 not out against the 
Netherlands and 90 not out off  
55 balls against Denmark. 



GROUP A
CANADA HONG KONG

Canada finished runner-up in the ICC CWCQ 2009, but will go into 
this tournament with some catching up to do, having won one of 14 
matches in the ICC WCLC 2011-13. Canada ran Afghanistan close in its 
first two matches in August 2011, with Hiral Patel performing well 
with bat and ball - scoring 62 and 45 as well as taking four for 28 in 
the first of the meetings. 

Hong Kong secured its place in this tournament as far back as 2011 
when it finished fourth in ICC WCL Division 2, held in the UAE. Having 
hosted, and won, ICC WCL Division 3 just a few months earlier, Hong 
Kong approached its elevated status in a buoyant mood. Victory in 
its opening match offered hope of a successful tournament but five 
successive defeats then followed – ending with defeat to PNG in the 
third-place play-off.

Both games were impacted 
by rain as Afghanistan proved 
too strong on each occasion. 
Comprehensive defeats followed 
against Ireland before Canada’s 
solitary victory was achieved 
next up against Namibia. 
Attacking batsman Jimmy 
Hansra – who had also made a 
mark in Canada’s appearance at 
the ICC CWC 2011 – scored 49 to 
help his side win a low-scoring 
match by two runs. 

Canada’s two-year campaign 
included some hard luck with the 
weather during the first match 
in the Netherlands. Requiring 144 
in 28 overs, Canada reached 62 
for one in reply, before the rain 
returned to force a no result. That 
was almost as many as the whole 
team managed in the second 
match of the double header, 
bowled out for 67 to suffer a nine-
wicket loss.

Patel finished as his side’s leading 
run-scorer with 319 runs at an 
average of 26.58, followed by 
youngster Ruvindu Gunasekera, 
who hit 289 runs, including four 
half-centuries. Rizwan Cheema 
was his side’s stand-out bowler, 
claiming 18 wickets to finish as the 
wicket-taker in the tournament. The 
medium pacer struggled for support 
however, with Junaid Siddiqui the 
only other Canadian bowler to pick 
up as many as 10 wickets. 

Hopes of a short format revival at 
the ICC WT20Q were not achieved, 
with the side winning two from 
eight matches to finish in 12th place.

Canada suffered a major setback 
in its first match when it lost to 
great rival USA with one ball to 
spare. That disappointment was 
nearly assuaged immediately 
with a gallant effort against 
eventual winner Ireland. Needing 
169, Canada came up just short 
on 166 for three with Gunasekera 
(65 off 52 balls) and returning 
skipper Ashish Bagai (67 not out 
off 55 balls) leading the charge. 
Canada’s victories came against 
Uganda and Italy, before the  
side lost to Kenya in the 11th  
place play-off. 

PLAYER TO WATCH
Rizwan Cheema
Rizwan Cheema has carved a career 
out as a big-hitting batsman, but 
it was his bowling that stood out 
in the ICC WCLC, where he took 
18 wickets at an average of 19.27. 
The right-arm medium pacer’s 
stand-out performance came 
against Namibia when he took six 
for 34. Even so, it was not enough 
to prevent a 21-run defeat. His 
batting has been less effective in 
recent times but he did strike a 
half-century in the ICC WCLC match 
against Kenya in March 2013.

With UAE and Namibia 
dominating the group, however, 
that solitary victory was still 
enough to finish above Bermuda 
and Uganda on net run-rate. 
The win over Uganda was 
underpinned by 70 not out from 
Mark Chapman as Hong Kong 
posted 204 all out. Uganda looked 
on course to reach its target at 
88 for one in the 19th over before 
Nizakat Khan triggered a collapse 
to 178 all out. Chapman finished 
as leading run-scorer for his side 
while Khan topped the bowling 
averages – although Najeeb 
Amar was Hong Kong’s leading 
wicket-taker with 13 victims at an 
average of 17.92.

Hong Kong’s 2013 was largely 
focused on T20 competition, with 
positive results in regional and 
global tournaments, culminating 
in reaching its first major ICC 
tournament via the ICC WT20Q.

Hong Kong had warmed up well 
during the 2013 ACC Twenty20 
Cup in March and April, winning 
all four of its group matches – 
including a last-ball victory over 
the other rising star of Associate 
cricket, Nepal. A comprehensive 
semi-final loss to Afghanistan 
was followed by a third-place 
play-off defeat to UAE but there 
was plenty for Hong Kong to be 
pleased about by its displays 

in Nepal. Three of its players 
had particular cause to be 
happy with their contributions: 
batsmen Waqas Barkat and Irfan 
Ahmed scored 280 and 223 runs 
respectively while Tanwir Afzal 
took 11 wickets.

An impressive march through the 
group stage of the ICC WT20Q 
was set back with play-off 
heartbreak against Nepal off the 
last ball of the match. Hong Kong 
showed tremendous spirit to 
recover from that disappointment 
to win the next play-off match 
against PNG to seal its place in 
Bangladesh. 

The Asian nation’s success in the 
competition was underpinned 
by its success with the ball 
– regularly restricting the 
opposition to low totals. Slow 
bowler Munir Dar (17) was the 
second highest wicket-taker in 
the competition but was well 
supported by Haseeb Amjad (13) 
in particular. 

PLAYER TO WATCH 
Jamie Atkinson
As leading batsman, wicketkeeper 
and captain, it is clear to see 
why Jamie Atkinson is key to 
Hong Kong’s prospects in this 
tournament. Although only 23, 
Atkinson is also his side’s most 
experienced player at the highest 
level, having played first-class 
cricket in England for Durham 
UCCE and Warwickshire last 
September. Atkinson goes to 
New Zealand in good form after 
finishing as his side’s leading run-
scorer in November’s ICC WT20Q, 
despite missing the decisive 
qualification match against PNG 
with a broken thumb. The left-
hander made 42 against UAE, 48 
against Ireland and a stand-out 74 
from 52 balls against USA.



GROUP A GROUP B
NEPAL NETHERLANDS

Nepal enters this tournament on the crest of a wave following a 
momentous 2013. After winning ICC WCL Division 3 in April-May 
in Bermuda to advance to this tournament, Nepal qualified for its 
maiden global ICC tournament through November’s ICC WT20Q.  

Netherlands came within a whisker of qualifying for the 2015 
ICC CWC automatically through the ICC WCLC. Its record of eight 
wins, four defeats, one tie and one no result was a decent effort 
but successive losses to Scotland at the start of the tournament 
proved costly. Netherlands got itself back into contention with three 
straight wins before a defeat to Afghanistan that ultimately proved 
the difference. Despite this, Netherlands produced a strong finish 
to its programme, losing just once more and forcing a thrilling tie 
against runaway table-topper Ireland. 

Earlier in the year Nepal had also 
hosted the 2013 ACC Twenty20 
Cup, going all the way to the final 
before losing to Afghanistan.

Nepal endured a disastrous start 
to its WCL Division 3 campaign, 
leaking 366 in the first match 
against USA and then being 
dismissed for just 116 in its next 
match with Uganda. From that 
parlous state, only three wins and a 
significant lifting of its net run-rate 
would earn Nepal a top two-spot – 
and a berth in the ICC CWCQ. Host 
Bermuda was comprehensively 
defeated thanks to a fine all-round 
effort from skipper Paras Khadka. 
Nepal then managed to defend  
160 against Oman on the back  
of a tight display in the field. Italy 
was then overcome in the last 
group match by eight wickets, 
chasing down 128 in just 14.5 overs 
to also sufficiently lift the run-rate 
above USA, who also finished on 
six points.

In the final, Nepal defeated 
Uganda by five wickets with 
more than 10 overs to spare, with 
Pradeep Airee’s 60 seeing his side 
lift the tournament trophy.

If that wasn’t enough for one 
year, Nepal then qualified for its 
first major ICC event – the ICC 
World Twenty20 Bangladesh 
2014 – via the qualifying event in 
UAE. After reaching the final play 
off stage, Nepal won a thrilling 
encounter against Hong Kong off 
the last ball – scoring 26 from the 
final two overs to do so. Jitendra 
Mukhiya (three for 32) and 
Avinash Karn (two for 28) led the 
way with the ball while Khadka 
made his usual impact with 46. 
Gyanendra Malia (30) and Sagar 
Pun (22) also chipped in before 
Sharad Vesawkar hit 10 from the 
first two balls of the last over to 
put his side on the brink. 

The semi-final was lost 
ignominiously to Afghanistan, 
with Nepal bowled out for 90. 

But the tournament still finished 
on a high note with a dramatic 
third-place play-off win over UAE. 

Vesawkar (43 not out from 29 
balls) was at it again, hitting 
three sixes in the final two overs, 
to claim a five-wicket victory with 
four balls to spare.

PLAYER TO WATCH
Paras Khadka

Captain Paras Khadka has been 
Nepal’s star player for some time 
now and rarely lets the side down 
on the big occasions. When his side 
lost its opening two matches in 
ICC WCL Division 3 last year, Nepal 
won its next three matches and 
raised its net run-rate considerably 
due in a huge part to Khadka’s 46 
not out from just 27 balls – having 
already picked up four for 31 with 
the ball – in a big win against 
Bermuda. Khadka finished the 
tournament as third highest run-
scorer with 176 runs at an average 
of 35.20. Khadka was inevitably 
also pivotal in Nepal’s successful 
ICC WT20Q campaign – hitting 232 
runs and taking 11 wickets.

Wesley Barresi was his side’s 
leading run-scorer with 407 runs an 
average of 33.91 while Tom Cooper 
– whose younger brother, Ben, is 
now part of the team – scored over 
300 runs. Skipper Peter Borren also 
led from the front with 280 runs to 
go with his 12 wickets. Netherlands 
performed consistently with the 
ball, having three bowlers in the 
top 20 of the tournament’s leading 
wicket-takers. Mudassar Bukhari 
led the way with 21 wickets at an 
average of 23.80; Timm van der 
Gugten took 16 wickets including a 
best of five for 24 against Canada; 
Pieter Seelaar took 14 wickets in 
just nine matches. 

It was the bowlers who were again 
to the fore as the Netherlands 
progressed through the ICC WT20Q 
to this year’s main tournament in 
Bangladesh. Bukhari was again 
prominent in the list of leading 
wicket-takers with 16 victims. 
Fellow pace bowler Ashan Malik 
did even better, taking 21 wickets 
at the astonishing average of 10 to 
finish as the tournament’s leading 
wicket-taker. Barresi was again his 
team’s leading batsman, hitting 
264 runs, with Stephan Myburgh 
the next best with 240. 

Netherlands enjoyed a solid group 
performance, finishing second on 
the back of five wins and just two 
defeats. The Dutch got off to a fine 

start by dismissing eventual group 
topper Afghanistan for just 90 on 
the way to a seven-wicket victory. 
Skipper Borren made sure of an 
emphatic victory with 38 not out 
off 15 balls to steer his side home 
with 43 balls remaining. More 
success followed in the group 
stage before a batting collapse in 
the play-off against UAE meant 
a winner-takes-all game against 
Scotland – duly won by eight 
wickets thanks to Barresi’s 75 not 
out – and the Netherlands went 
on to seal fifth spot with a seven 
wicket victory over Hong Kong. 

PLAYER TO WATCH
Mudassar Bukhari
Pace bowler Mudassar Bukhari was 
the joint second-highest wicket-
taker in the ICC WCLC, finishing with 
21 victims at an average of 23.80. 
Bukhari played his part in a number 
of Dutch victories but his best 
performance came at home to UAE 
in July 2012, claiming four for 32 as 
the visitor was bowled out for 96. The 
right-armer is also an outstanding 
20-over performer and picked up 16 
wickets at an average of 15.31 to help 
the side progress from November’s 
ICC WT20Q in the UAE. Bukhari twice 
claimed three wickets in an innings 
during the tournament - against 
Nepal and Kenya.



GROUP B
KENYA NAMIBIA

Kenya started its ICC WCLC 2011-13 campaign with some encouraging 
displays but fell away to finish sixth after losing its last four 
matches. The African nation’s best achievement in the tournament 
was being the only side to inflict a defeat on Ireland. After bowling 
its visitor out for 200, Kenya easily reached its target for the loss of 
only three wickets with 44 balls to spare. 

Namibia will be focused on improving its recent results in limited-
overs cricket, having struggled in the WCLC 2011-13 and last year’s 
ICC WT20Q. The side won two of 14 50-over matches in the ICC WCLC 
to finish seventh in the table. Namibia’s first victory came against 
Canada at Windhoek in April 2012. Despite being dismissed for 154, 
Namibia managed to win by 21 runs thanks to three wickets from 
Craig Williams and Sarel Burger.

Collins Obuya was the star with 
the ball (three for 24) while 
Tanmay Mishra hit an unbeaten 
70 from just 76 balls in the reply. 
Mishra’s 66 had earlier got his 
side off to a flying start with an 
opening-match victory by 66 runs 
(D-L method) against UAE. 

A number of Kenya players 
turned in an occasional fine 
individual performance over the 
course of the tournament but 
none provided any consistency. 
Nelson Odhiambo produced two 
outstanding efforts with the ball, 
taking three for 31 in the victory 
over Namibia and three for 48 in a 
narrow 12-run loss to Scotland. 

Kenya shuffled its pack once more 
when it recalled two veteran 
campaigners for November’s ICC 
WT20Q in the UAE. Steve Tikolo 
and Thomas Odoyo went into the 
tournament with a combined 
age of 77, having both made 
their debuts during the ICC CWC 
1996. With the likes of Obuya and 
wicketkeeper Maurice Ouma – both 
of whom have a decade or more 
of international outings under 
their belts – there was no lack of 
experience for Kenya entering the 
qualifying competition. 

However, Kenya endured vicious 
fluctuations in fortune during its 

month in the UAE – losing the 
first two group matches, winning 
the next three but then losing 
the remaining two games to 
end any hopes of qualifying for 
Bangladesh, before defeating 
Canada in the 11th place play-
off to end on a high. Kenya’s 
best performance came against 
Scotland, when it scored an 
impressive 183 for seven with 
Ragheb Aga smashing 52 not out 
down the order. Tikolo finished 
the job off with the ball with an 
incredible spell of four for two 
in eight balls as Scotland was 
dismissed for 91. 

PLAYER TO WATCH
Ragheb Aga
Ragheb Aga goes into the ICC 
CWCQ on the back of a successful 
ICC WT20Q, when he finished as his 
team’s second highest wicket-taker 
with nine victims at an average of 
16.55. He also produced a fine effort 
with the bat in the victory over 
Scotland – hitting an unbeaten 
52 from 25 balls. The medium-fast 
bowler featured in the ICC WCLC, 
with his two wickets against 
Scotland in June 2013 serving as his 
best performance. Aga was also on 
the staff at Sussex County Cricket 
Club for four years until 2010.

Williams and Burger again 
came to the fore in Namibia’s 
other tournament victory – by 
seven wickets against Kenya. 
The fourth-wicket pair added an 
unbeaten 78 with Burger finishing 
on 41 not out and Williams on 59 
not out. Christi Viljoen picked up 
three wickets as Kenya had earlier 
been bowled out for 187.

Namibia pushed Netherlands hard 
in the next double-header before 
recording disappointing results in 
the final round of matches. In the 
first meeting against the UAE, only 
Xander Pitchers reached double 
figures as Namibia was bowled out 
for 39. Pitchers again top-scored in 
the second match, with 29, but it 
did little to inspire his team-mates 
as Namibia was dismissed for 
80. Raymond van Schoor was his 
side’s leading scorer over the 14 
matches with 360 runs, including 
two half-centuries, while Vijoen 
was the leading wicket-taker of the 
tournament for all teams, with  
23 victims. 

Despite a strong showing in the 
group stage of the ICC WT20Q last 
November, Namibia eventually 
finished 10th after losing to Italy 
in the ninth-place play-off by 25 
runs. That loss came on the back 
of a defeat to PNG the previous 
day in what was Namibia’s last 

opportunity to keep its hopes of 
reaching the main tournament 
in Bangladesh alive. Namibia had 
earlier won a creditable four of 
its seven group matches despite 
the loss of the first two matches 
against pace-setters Ireland and 
host UAE. Craig Williams scored 88 
more runs than his next team-
mate with 228. Meanwhile, Bernard 
Scholtz was one of the leading 
wicket-takers in the tournament. 
The slow left-armer took 15 wickets, 
with his best figures of three for 18 
coming against Uganda. 

PLAYER TO WATCH
Christi Viljoen
Christi Viljoen enjoyed an 
outstanding ICC WCLC as the 
leading wicket-taker in the 
tournament, picking up 23 victims 
at an average of 21.78. The right-
arm medium pacer started well by 
taking three for 38 against eventual 
winner Ireland and rarely looked 
back from there. Viljoen also has 
the ability to contribute with the 
bat, as he did with 78 and 50 in ICC 
WCLC matches against Scotland and 
Canada respectively. Although not a 
prolific wicket-taker in the recent ICC 
WT20Q, Viljoen was a steady and 
economical performer – no more so 
than when he returned one for five 
in 3 overs against Uganda.



GROUP B
PAPUA NEW GUINEA UGANDA

Papua New Guinea (PNG) sealed its spot in New Zealand after 
finishing third in ICC WCL Division 2 in 2011, winning a play-off against 
Hong Kong to boot. PNG was comfortably defeated by the top two 
sides in the competition – UAE and Namibia – but managed four wins 
against the other teams to earn third position. A one-run win in the 
final group match against Uganda was a particularly hard-fought 
achievement with Willie Gavera (three for 31) starring with the ball. 

Uganda qualified for the ICC CWCQ by virtue of topping  
ICC WCL Division 3, played in April and May 2013 in Bermuda. 
Although losing the final to Nepal, Uganda had already secured  
its spot in New Zealand thanks to four wins out of five in the group 
phase. Host Bermuda was easily dispatched in the opening match, 
and then fellow qualifier Nepal was just as comprehensively 
beaten next up. 

Vani Morea then produced 
his side’s highest score of the 
tournament – 74 not out – in the 
play-off win over Hong Kong. 
Morea finished as his team’s 
leading run-scorer – 165 runs at an 
impressive average of 55 – while 
Mahuru Dai was the leading 
wicket-taker with 11 victims,  
one ahead of Rarva Dikana and 
Hitolo Areni. 

PNG acquitted itself creditably 
in the recent ICC WT20Q, just 
missing out on reaching its first 
major ICC tournament after 
losing a play-off match to Hong 
Kong. PNG won three, lost three 
and had one no result in the 
group stage. An opening match 
victory was achieved thanks to an 
outstanding run-chase against 
Kenya, reaching its target of 177 
with 14 balls to spare. Kila Pala 
(46) and Geraint Jones (44) led 
the pursuit before Christopher 
Kent’s 11-ball 21 took PNG within 
three runs of the target. 

Another impressive display 
followed in the next match with a 
52-run victory over an experienced 
Netherlands side. Tony Ura’s 
century was supported by Pala’s 
57 in a batting effort of 193 for 
three. Norman Vanua took three 
for 12 in the reply – including two 
wickets in the first over – to all 
but guarantee the batting effort 
would not be in vain. 

Rain played a big part in PNG’s 
defeat to Afghanistan in the next 
match – its opponent reaching a 
reduced target off the last ball – 
as a run of disappointing results 
then followed. Victory in the last 
group match against Bermuda 
kept PNG’s qualification hopes 
alive, as did a qualifying play-
off win over Namibia, with Pipi 
Raho’s three early wickets doing 
the damage in the run-chase. 

Gavera took three wickets in the 
decider against Hong Kong to 
restrict the opposition to 137 for 
nine from its 20 overs. Early wickets 
in the run-chase set PNG back 
from the off as it lost by 29 runs 
despite a gallant 30 from Charles 
Amini. Scotland then pipped PNG to 
seventh place with a last-ball victory.

PLAYER TO WATCH
Tony Ura

Tony Ura got his side off to a 
flying start in the 2011 ICC WCL 
Division 2 with 52 from 51 balls 
against Bermuda. He was one of 
the stand-out batsmen during 
the recent ICC WT20Q, hitting 336 
runs at a healthy average of 37.33 
with a strike-rate of 129.72. The 
right-hand batsman’s highlight 
came in the group match against 
Netherlands when he struck 100 
off just 60 balls – including four 
sixes. That was followed by 56 
off 49 balls against Afghanistan 
and further useful contributions 
ensued as PNG just missed out on 
a place in the ICC WT20 2014. 

Italy and USA were then both 
dismissed for under 100 as the 
Uganda bowlers proved too 
wily to a succession of opposing 
batsmen. Losing to Oman in its 
last group match was academic 
but the subsequent defeat to 
Nepal in the final did place a 
slight dampener on the end of a 
successful tournament. 

Uganda’s victories were based 
on a real team effort, but skipper 
Davis Karashani Arinaitwe did 
pick up man-of-the-match 
awards in successive wins against 
Nepal and Italy. As no opponent 
managed more than 116 in the 
opening four games there was 
little room for the batsmen to 
exert themselves, although 
Arthur Kyobe did compile scores 
of 53 and 42 against Bermuda and 
Oman respectively. 

Uganda will be hoping to acquit 
itself better in 50-over cricket 
than in the recent ICC WT20Q, 
where it recorded one win, five 
defeats and one no result in 
the group stage. On the single 
occasion the Ugandan batting 
compiled a sizeable total, it 
claimed a memorable one-wicket 
victory against Italy with one ball 
to spare – a ninth-wicket stand 
proving the difference after five 
wickets fell for 13 runs. Richard 

Okia played the key innings with 
33 not out off 30 balls, coming in 
at 82 for six in pursuit of 149. 

Uganda ended the tournament on 
a high with a win in the 13th place 
play-off against Bermuda by 11 
runs – off-spinner Frank Nsubuga’s 
economical figures of 0-12 from 
four overs proving crucial. 

Phillimon Selowa was the only 
Uganda player to make 100 runs in 
the tournament - 128 runs at 18.28 
– while Roger Mukasa was his side’s 
leading wicket-taker, with seven 
victims at an economy rate of 6.91. 

PLAYER TO WATCH
Davis Karashani Arinaitwe
Uganda skipper Davis Karashani 
Arinaitwe led from the front in last 
year’s ICC WCL Division 3, picking 
up the Player of the Tournament 
award after inspiring his side 
to the four straight wins that 
earned its place in New Zealand. 
Arinaitwe took three for 12 from 
9.2 overs in the group victory over 
Nepal before another man-of-
the-match award against Italy, 
when he took four for 20 from 10 
overs. The off-spinner finished the 
competition with 10 wickets at 
14.30. He struggled for wickets in 
the ICC WT20Q 2013 but did chip in 
with some useful runs.
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STATISTICS

PLAYER SPAN MAT RUNS AVE

MO Odumbe (Kenya) 1990-1997 25 1173 69.00

NE Clarke (Neth) 1990-1994 18 1040 74.28

SO Tikolo (Kenya) 1994-2009 29 912 41.45

B Zuiderent (Neth) 1997-2009 24 897 69.00

IS Billcliff (Can) 2001-2009 27 843 40.14

Most Runs

PLAYER RUNS TEAM OPPOSITION GROUND MATCH DATE

SD Myles 172 Hong Kong v Gibraltar Bridgnorth 11/06/1986

DL Hemp 170* Bermuda v Uganda Potchefstroom 13/04/2009

R Gomes 169* Netherlands v Israel Amstelveen 04/06/1990

P Prashad 164* Canada v P.N.G. Walsall 16/06/1986

Amjad Javed 164 U.A.E. v Denmark Potchefstroom (Uni) 06/04/2009

Highest Individual Scores

PLAYER SPAN MAT WKTS AVE

RP Lefebvre (Neth) 1986-2001 43 71 11.64

OH Mortensen (Den) 1979-1994 26 63 10.41

JAR Blain (Scot) 1997-2009 27 50 19.94

AY Karim (Kenya) 1986-1997 30 48 16.62

A Edwards (Ber) 1986-1994 23 44 17.36

Most Wickets

PLAYER RUNS WKTS TEAM OPPOSITION GROUND MATCH DATE

Asim Khan 9 7 Netherlands v E&C Africa Kuala Lumpur 24/03/1997

OH Mortensen 19 7 Denmark v Israel Nairobi 24/02/1994

B Singh 21 7 Canada v Namibia Nairobi (Club) 14/02/1994

Best Bowling Figures

PLAYER SPAN MAT DIS CT ST

J Smits (Neth) 1994-2009 19 41 40 1

AC Douglas (Ber) 1982-1990 23 38 36 2

RH Scholte (Neth) 1990-2001 30 38 31 7

Most Wicket-Keeping Dismissals

PREVIOUS  
WINNERS

1979 (in England)
Winner - Sri Lanka

Losing Finalist - Canada

1982 (in England)
Winner - Zimbabwe

Losing Finalist - Bermuda

1986 (in England)
Winner - Zimbabwe

Losing Finalist - Netherlands

1990 (in Netherlands)
Winner - Zimbabwe

Losing Finalist - Netherlands

1994 (in Kenya)
Winner - UAE

Losing Finalist - Kenya

1997 (in Malaysia)
Winner - Bangladesh

Losing Finalist - Kenya

2001 (in Canada)
Winner - Netherlands

Losing Finalist - Namibia

2005 (in Ireland)
Winner - Scotland

Losing Finalist - Ireland

2009 (in South Africa)
Winner - Ireland

Losing Finalist - Canada


